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Member associations in attendance: 

● Capilano Students’ Union 
● Graduate Student Society of UBC Vancouver 
● Kwantlen Student Association 
● UBC Students’ Union Okanagan 

Member associations absent: 

● Langara Students’ Union 

Individuals in attendance: 

● Caitlin McCutchen, Chairperson 
● Hannah Murray, Director of Campaigns 
● Andrew Dillman, Accessibility Justice Coordinator (Capilano Students’ Union) 
● Perry Safari, President and VP Finance & Services (Capilano Students’ Union) 
● Sydney Walsh, external affairs committee (Kwantlen Student Association) 
● Teilhard Paradela, VP University & Academic Affairs (GSS of UBC Vancouver) 
● Amal Alhuwayshil, VP External (UBC Students’ Union Okanagan) 
● Zahid Dossa, Mature Students’ Representative (Kwantlen Student Association) 
● Noah Berson, VP External (Capilano Students’ Union) 
● Owen Sigurdsson, VP Equity & Sustainability (Capilano Students’ Union) 
● Nicki Simpson, Policy & Political Affairs Coordinator (Kwantlen Student Association) 
● Patrick Meehan, Organizer (Capilano Students’ Union) 
● Christopher Girodat, Executive Director (Capilano Students’ Union) 
● Heather Middlemass, Communications & Administrative Coordinator 

1. Land Acknowledgement 

The member associations acknowledged that this meeting of the Alliance of British Columbia 
Students is taking place on the unceded shared lands of the Musqueam, Squamish, and 
Tsleil-Waututh nations. 

2. Introductions 

A round of introductions was held. 

3. Adoption of the Agenda 

AGM:2017-08-26:01 MOTION 
Capilano Students’ Union / Kwantlen Student Association 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the agenda be adopted 
CARRIED 
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4. Presentation of the Financial Statements 

The board was advised that the preparation of financial statements reviewing the 2016-2017 
fiscal year have not yet been completed. As an interim measure, and to meet the requirements 
of section 35(1)(a) of the  Societies Act , staff presented to the member associations a brief 
review of the organization’s financial position based on a review of the bank balance. 

It was reported that the Alliance has approximately $6,500 in its operating account, and that 
there are receivables that have not yet been deposited from the general meeting that took place 
in June. Most of these cheques are in-hand, and are going to be deposited as soon as the 
director of finance and administration is available. Once these deposits have been completed, it 
was reported that the Alliance can expect its balance to approach $9,500 to $10,000. 

5. Establishment of Membership Fee 

The chair has proposed a fee level of $0.60 per full-time equivalent student (“FTE”) and, under 
the bylaws, this would result in a fee of $0.60 per FTE for the first 5,000 FTEs, and then $0.30 
per FTE for the balance of the FTEs (up to a maximum of 20,000 FTEs). The current fee level is 
$0.30; in the event that no change to the membership fee is approved, then the bylaws would 
deem the fee to have been increased by the rate of the Canadian Consumer Price Index. 

Member associations considered whether work should be done to develop a separate fee 
structure for graduate student societies, given the substantial difference in mandates (as 
compared to undergraduate student societies), as the increased fee level could become an 
obstacle to graduate student societies joining or remaining as members. 

Discussion as to introduction of a fee level specifically for graduate student societies. Student 
society budgets -- this would probably not be a substantial obstacle to undergraduate student 
societies, but graduate student societies have significantly different budgets and mandates. 

The member associations considered whether raising the membership fee might 
disproportionately affect member associations that are not based in Metro Vancouver, and 
considered whether the board should be encouraged to explore expenses that might assist 
further-away member associations by subsidizing high travel costs to Alliance meetings. 

The Graduate Student Society of UBC Vancouver expressed a level of discomfort in locking into 
a higher fee level, before the member associations have had the opportunity to consider 
possible changes to the fee structure for graduate-level member associations. 

Member associations considered whether a special general meeting should be called to 
consider changes to fee levels; however, they were advised that if a decision was not made on 
the fee level, the bylaws dictate that the fee would simply be adjusted in accordance with the 
Canadian Consumer Price Index. Discussion arose as to the timing of such a meeting. 
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AGM:2017-08-26:02 
Capilano Students’ Union / Kwantlen Student Association 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the member associations request that the directors call a 
special general meeting to take place on Saturday, September 16, 2017 at 12:00 p.m., 
at a location to be set by the directors, to consider amendments to the bylaws 
CARRIED 

Member associations discussed the current level of engagement of certain member 
associations, and whether this presented the risk that total fee collection could drop due to 
members’ resignations. In the event that there was an unexpected drop in membership, 
substantial revisions to the budget might be required, or draws from prior years’ surplus. 

AGM:2017-08-26:03 
Capilano Students’ Union / Kwantlen Student Association 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the membership fee level for the 2017-2018 fiscal year be set at 
$0.60 per full-time equivalent student, pursuant to article 13.8(a) of the bylaws 
CARRIED 

Member associations discussed the board’s proposed budget respecting per diems and travel. 
In particular, the board has budgeted for the chair of the Alliance to visit the UBC Students’ 
Union Okanagan twice per budget year. However, the member associations took note that the 
board has not yet approved policy with respect to assigning per diems, mileage, or airfare. 

6. Adjournment 

AGM:2017-08-26:04 
Capilano Students’ Union / Kwantlen Student Association 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the general meeting be adjourned 
CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 

Page 3 of 3 

http://www.bcstudents.ca/

