
NEEDS-BASED GRANTS 
Advancing Equity and Access to Education

Background
British Columbia is still the only province without a system of grants to help students from low- 
and middle-income families to access post-secondary education. 

In 2018, it was estimated by the Assembly of First Nations that there were 10,000 Indig-
enous students who were unable to access the Post-Secondary Student Support Program 
(PSSSP) due to inadequate funding of the PSSSP.1 This number does not take into account 
Indigenous students without status, who are excluded from the PSSSP altogether. 

On average, Canadian women with degrees still earn 12% less than their male counterparts 
with similar levels of education,2 which means that women will struggle more with repaying 
student loans. This is concerning, as women were more likely to access financial aid than 
men,3 despite the fact that they were also more likely to have a job while in school.4

Graduate students are not eligible for Canada Student Grants — which provide funding 
of up to $3,000 to students with demonstrated financial need — and only have merit-based 
awards available to them from the government if they cannot pay for their education out-of-
pocket. 

Recommendation
The Alliance of BC Students recommends that the Province of British Columbia match the 
Canada Student Grants program in funding for students. This ask is projected to cost the 
government $90 million per year to cover undergraduate students, and $4 million per year to 
cover graduate students.
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SEXUALIZED VIOLENCE ON CAMPUS
Accountability and Consistency for Institutions

Background
While we acknowledge the important work that the Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills 
and Training is currently undertaking to address issues around campus sexualized violence, 
many of the policies that were developed by institutions under the Sexual Violence and Mis-
conduct Policy Act do not meet the needs of survivors.1

One in five women will be sexually assaulted during their time attending post-secondary, 
a statistic which has not changed for over 30 years.2 We also recognize that people who are 
part of certain demographics face disproportionately higher rates of sexualized violence, par-
ticularly Indigenous women.3 Sexualized violence has devastating impacts on the academic 
performance and overall well-being of survivors, who are at higher risk of mental illness.4

By requiring institutions to implement minimum standards, we will see improvements 
such as the transparency and consistency within institutional policy that survivors require 
to feel protected. Furthermore, by introducing clear reporting requirements, student groups 
and the public will be provided with a more fulsome understanding of the way sexualized 
violence is being addressed on BC campuses.5 There must also be an independent oversight 
body to hear complaints from students who believe their rights have been violated by their 
institutions.6
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Recommendation
The Alliance of BC Students recommends that the Province of British Columbia adopt into 
regulation the 11 minimum standards identified by Students For Consent Culture regarding the 
Sexualized Violence and Misconduct Policy Act.

The Alliance of BC Students recommends that the Province of British Columbia establish 
an independent oversight body under the BC Human Rights Commission, the Office of the 
Ombudsperson, or the Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills and Training.

The Alliance of BC Students recommends that the Province of British Columbia require institutions 
to submit annual public reports on their policy implementation progress as well as data on the 
usage of the policy. 
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STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH
Increasing Services to Promote Well-Being

Background
Most students enter post-secondary at ages where they are more at risk of experiencing mental 
illness than any other age group.1 Combined with the fact that the second-highest cause of 
death for young people in Canada is suicide,2 comprehensive action must be taken to support 
student mental health.

Many students have difficulty accessing mental health services because they do not feel that 
their specific needs and identities are understood and respected. Students from traditionally 
marginalized communities face multiple barriers to achieving optimum mental well-being due 
to minority stress, discrimination, and lack of representation in the design and delivery of ser-
vices and policies.3 

While we are pleased with the announced 24/7 support for students and believe this to be a 
good fit for some people, we are still advocating for more in-person resources to be provided. 
Students with more severe mental health conditions often achieve better results from in-person 
counselling.4 Because universities currently fund mental health resources out of their general 
budgets, counselling services are under-equipped to meet the level of demand they are facing. 
Students across the province frequently face  significant and prohibitive wait times when trying 
to access the limited counselling their institutions provide.5 This lack of services is even more 
dramatic at smaller regional campuses in rural areas that are already struggling to attract mental 
health professionals to their communities.6

Recommendation
The Alliance of BC Students recommends that the Province of British Columbia direct $2 million 
in annual funding to increase the number of full-time counsellors by one (1) per institution. 

Counsellors hired with this funding must be hired to specifically support traditionally 
marginalized students, or to support regional campuses without on-campus counselling. The 
decision must come only after meaningful consultation with student representatives from 
traditionally marginalized and satellite campus student communities.

FAST FIGURES

Suicide rates among 
Indigenous youth aged 

15-24 are  

5–6X 
 the rate seen in the 

general Canadian 
population.7

51.6%  
of students reported 

that they felt so 
depressed in the last 
12 months that it was 
difficult to function.8

LGBTQ youth face 
approximately  

14X 
the risk of suicide and 

substance abuse.9
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT TUITION
Limiting Increases to Ensure Predictability

Background
Increases on international student tuition are currently not regulated by the Province of British 
Columbia, which has led to tuition fees for international students increasing at a much higher 
rate year over year than the tuition fees of their domestic counterparts.1 At some institutions, 
international students have faced fee increases as high as 20% from one year to the next.2

Domestic students are currently protected by BC’s Tuition Limit Policy, but no such protec-
tions exist for international students. For example, the average international student tuition fee 
rate for a bachelor of arts degree at the University of British Columbia in 2015 was $26,399 but 
by 2018 had risen to $36,588.3 This means that a person taking a four-year program had their 
tuition increased 38% by the last year of their studies. These dramatic increases compound the 
stress that international students already experience due to discrimination and exclusion while 
they study in Canada.4 

To add to this, international students face federal limits on how much they are allowed to 
work in Canada while on a study visa,5 which makes it even harder to keep up with tuition and 
living costs that are continually rising. 

Recommendation
The Alliance of BC Students recommends that the Province of British Columbia implement a 2% 
maximum annual increase on tuition for international students, in line with the same cap which 
exists for domestic students’ tuition fees.
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